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covered the main points raised during the
debate. Larger issues relating to the Maic
Roads Board I propose to deal with pretty
fully on the Loan Estiniates, giving an ae-
count of what has been dons, the difficulties
we are up against and what it is proposed
to do. We have decentralised the work,
subdividing the State inlo nine districts,
putling an engineer in charge of each of
those districts and establishing a loeal dis-
trict office. Plans and specifications will
be prepared in the respective districts, in-
stead of an engineer Laving to go ocut and
put them into a field book and that field
book subsequenély having to be hroughi
hack here again. We shall have a distriel
offiece with an enginecer located in the diy-
trict. with his field agsistant, and the whole
of the woik will be done out there so that
the loeal authority ean keep in touch with
the office and know exactly what is going
on. When plans and specifications are com-
plete they will eome wp to head oftice for
approval, and tenders will be called from
that ofice. ‘That will expeédite the work
materially, minimise costs and allow the
Main Roads Board to keep in touch with
the local authorities. Approval has been
given for the engagement of the staff, and
that plan will be put in hand right away.
As I say, T will deal more fully with it
when the Loan Estimates are before us.

Ttem—Draftsmen aod cadets ranging
from £72 to £288 per annum, subject to
automatic increases under Public Service
and eadet regulations, £2,800:

Mr LATHAM: I should like to ask the
Minister whether there is any truth in the
staterment that eadets from the University
are unable to get cngagements here, al-
thougl: young fellows brought from ‘other
parts of the world have no such difficulty.
I hope it is not true, for sinee we are pro-
viding a free university for those young
men, it is only fair that thev should be
given openings here.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: W
initiated a scheme some years ago, under
which we take all the University students
during the recess and put them on to Gov-
ernment work, where they are kept ali
throngh the recess. Afterwards they g0
back to the University, having entered into
an agreement with us to work for the de-
partment for two years dating from the
completion of their studies at the Univer-
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sity. So we are giving them, not enly theo-
retical training at the University, hut prac-
tical work in the department. We get an
undertaking from them that they will stop
with uws for iwe years after leaving the
University.

Proeress reported.

House adjourned wt 11.20 p.m.

Regislative Council,
Wednesday, 3ist October, 1928.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pan., and read prayers.

QUESTION—STOCE REGULATIONS.

Hon., H. SEDDOXN asked the Chief Seec-
vetary: 1, ls the Minister aware that the
regulations governing transhipment of stock,
at Parkeston, from the Eastern States, were
broken on or about the 13th inst.? 2, Is it
true that the gates were removed or broken
at the Parkeston yards, thereby allowing
the cattle to travel a considerable distance
over ground frequented by local dairy cattle?
3, Seeing that the incident was reported by
the local stock inspector, do the Govermment
intend to take aclion to preveni future
breaches of the law, and avert the danger
of pleuro being introduced among goldfields
dairy cattle?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
Yes. 2, From the inspector’s report this
would appear fo be the case. 3, This matter
is reeeiving consideration.
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BILL—FEEDING STUFFS.
Report of Committee adopted.

MOTION—MAIN ROADS BOARD,
ADMINISTRATION.

To inquire by Select Committee.

Debate resumed from 24th October on the
following wotion by Hon. H. Stewart:—

That a sclect committee be appointed to iu-
quire into the provisions of the Main Roads
Act, 1925, and the administration thereof.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
W. H. Kitson—West) [4.37]: Usnally when
a demand is made for a select committee or
a Royal Commission it is brought about by
the fact that information on a particular
subject is either not available fo members
of the House, or for some reason or other
it appears that the information is heing
withheld. In this particular case the posi-
tion seems to be somewhat reversed, as any
information that might be required by mem-
bers has been made available, partienlarly
in relation to the operations of the Main
Roads Board. But apparently while that
information has been made available, it has
not heen considered satisfactory. So much
is this so that the statement has been made
that the Leader of the House has given in-
formation, which has been supplied to him
and which is stated to be incorrect. Judging
by what has been said in the House already,
the main reason for this demand for a select
eommittee is that in the opinion of some
members the Main Roads Board have bee-
influenced in some of their actions by politi-
cal considerations.

Hon. H. Stewart: That was not the main
reason in the original speech I made in
moving for the select committee.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Tt has
been one of the chief considerations pat for-
ward by several speakers in support of the
motion. It is a perfectly fair statement for
me to make.

Hon. J. Cornell:
abont that.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Just so.
For instance, Mr. Holmes, first of all by
interiection, said that men were sent into a
certain distriet to vote, not to work.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: T never said any-
thing of the kind. What I said was that if
men were sent to vote and not to work, the

There is nothing new

{COUNCIL.]

matter should be inguired into. It is nol
the first time the hon. member has misrepre-
sented me.

The PRESIDENT: The Honorary Min-
ister must aceept the statement made by M.
Holmes,

The HONORARY MINISTER: I will
aceept the statement, but at the same time
I must remark that “Hansard” shows that
the hon. member interjected that the men
were sent to vote and not to work.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Do you aceept my
explanation?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes, but
at the same time I point out that for once
“Hansard” must be wrong.

Hon. J. Cornell: It is not in order to
quote ‘“Hansard” of the eurrent session.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The hon.
member also interjected that there was no
work in that partieular distriet. Then when
he rose to speak, almost the first words he
used were to the effect that a prima facie
case had been made out for the appointment
of a select committee. I propose to examine
that prima facie case and see what it eon-
sists of. First of all, letters in the Press.
One of them was from a defeated eandidate
at the last general elections; a gentleman
who for many years has been prominent in
the political party to which he belongs and
who, T helieve, has held official positions.
Another was a letter appearing in the “West
Australian” under the nom de plume of
“Bconomist,” which from its contents ap-
peared to have been inspired for the pur-
pose of this motion. The information con-
tained in that letter could only have been
obtained from a certain place, and I would
say it eould only have been supplied in a
certain way. In addition to that, there was
a letter addressed to Mr. Kempton from a
gentleman who was engaged as organiser for
the consultative eouncil at the last eeneral
elections, snd whose letter purported to
convey to Mr. Kempton something the
writer had hean told by somebody else.
Apain, articles have appeared in the Press
durine a time of political econtroversv
and have heen quoted in this House as being
another justification for the appointment
of this seleet committee. TFigures reeorded
at the various booihs during the last gen-
eral -~lection have also been nuoted in sun-
port =f the motion on the ground that ‘he
nminher of votez received hy Labour candi-
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dales were much larger than had been re-
ceived previously by Labour candidates.
These figures, of course, have been quoted
in order to show that the Main Roads Board
were actuated by political considerations
and that they had deliberately sent men into
those districts withi the object of inflating
the Labour vote. That is a perfectly fair
statement of the faefs as they appear from
the debate in this House. Mr. Kempton
said, “We on our side”—whaiever he may
mean by that—"say that men were sent just
before the last general elections to three
places in the Greenough electorate” As a
matter of fact, men were sent into dozens of
electorates just before the last general elec-
tions, There is nothing unusual in that,
The operations of the Main Roads Boanl
cover the.whole State. The particular time
referred to was immediateiy after the Christ-
mas and New Year holidays.

Hou. G. W. Miles: Was there not undue
haste in getting them there before they had
the tools?

The HONORARY MINISTER: I will
deal with that later, and satisfy the hon.
member if he wanis to be fair.  Right
through the State men were sent out im-
mediately after those holidays. Becanse
that date coincides with the date when it
would he necessary for men to be in a given
electorate in order to be enrolled, it is ax-
sumed that they were sent out for political
purposes.

Hon. E. H. Harriz: That is unfortunate.

The HONORARY MINISTER: T'wo or
three electorates have been picked out where
the Labour candidate did manage to show
an improvement on the previous figures.
Nothing has been said about the other elec-
torates where the same number, and some-
times a larger number of men, were sent
outr, and where perhaps it eould not be
shown that some political aspirant had suf-
fered as compared with a previous election.
This is the sole reason put forward for tha
failure of certain political candidates to re-
ceive the support to which they thought
they were entitled, owing to the fact that
thay bappened to be in a country distrier.
Mr. Kempton tried to excuse himself for
quoting certain figures.

Hor. G. A. Kempton: I am hanged if
I did!

The HONORARY MINISTER: That is
my view of the hon. member’s remarks.
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Hon. G. A, KEuupton:
iden.

The HONORARY MINISTER: He said
he was only following the example of the
Clief Secretary in quoting these figures,
and suggested that the question of political
considerations had been introduced by the
Chief Secretary limself. That is not eor-
rect.

Hon. G. A. Kempton: No. I said thal
the Chief Secretary, in reply to Mr. Stew-
art, tried to prove that the men were not
sent out for that purpose.

The HONORARY MINISTER : The
hon, member said he was only following the
example of the Chief Secretary. B

Hon. G. A, Kempton: ~TYei, in getting
the figures from the statisties.

The HONORARY MINISTER: He sug-
gested that the Chicf Secretary was respon-
sible for the introduection of pulitical con-
siderations into this dcbate.

Hon. G. A, Kempton: No.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The hon.
member will see from his speech that no
other construction than that eould be placed
upon his remarks.

Hon. G. W. Miles: The mover of the
motion did not mention it. The Chief See-
retary was the first to do so.

The Chief Secretary: No, T was not.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
Chief Seeretary replied to statements made
by the mover,

Hon. G. W. Miles: The mover did not
mention the matter.

The HONQRARY MINISTER: I ask the
hon. member to read “Hansard,” when he
will find that I am right and be is wrong.
If my memory serves me right, charges of
this nature were made about that time by
various people, with the result that Mr.
Gregory, M.H.R., took up the matter with
the Federal authorities, He telegraphed to
them, and tock certain steps to have an in-
quiry made into the charges levelled against
the Government for using the Main Roads
Board with the object of improving the
Labour vote in certain districts. Owing to
Mr, Gregory’s activities, the Chief Engineer
for the Commonwealth, Mr. Hill, was, while
in Western Australia, commissioned to in-
vestigate the charges. It s remarkable that
since the investigations—he was given every
facility—we have heard nothing more of
those charges until the present moment.
My, Hill reported to the Minister for Works

It is only your
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that there was no justifieation for the
charges. It is another instance proving
that the motion for the appointment of &
select committee has Dbeen moved for no
other reason than a political one. I pro-
pose to deal with & number of statemenis
made by various members. Some of tfhe
statements were of a pettifogging nature,
and I do not propose fo cover the whole
ground.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Deal with the Sounth
Perth-road.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I know
nothing about that. I am going to deal
with those things about which I know some-
thing. I believe South Terth is in the Can-
ning electorate, one of the largest in the
State.

Hon. G. W, Miles: He means the road
from Canning Bridge to Fremantle.

The HONORARY MINISTER: That is
a different matter, I have gone {o some
trouble to endeavour to ascertain the actual
facts, The information I have could have
been seenred by any member who has re.
ferred to the subject, or to the particular
points with which I intend to deal. I think
I shall be able to show that if the idea is
that this motion has been moved purely out
of a desire to assist the Main Roads Board
and improve their administrafion of the
Act, there was no necessity to introdnce inte
the discussion other matters referred to. If
members had made their own inquiries they
would have been sufficient to satisfy any
impartial mind that there was no eause for
complaint. I would first of all deal with
the remarks of Mr. Kempton. He said,
“Knowing the Chief Secretary as I do, I
am firmly convineed that in his heart he is
satisfied an inquiry is necessary.” The Chiel
Secretary resents the reflection npon his in-
tegrity, and desires me to say that the hon.
member apparently does not know him.

Hon. G. A. Kempton: I know him fairly
well,

The HONORARY MINISTER: He dealt
at some length with the Canning-road. The
Government have made it clear on several
occasions that they were disappointed with
the work done there. They have gone to
the lengih of stating that one-of the prin-
cipal engincers of the Main Roads Board
is now no longer in the service of that
board.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Because of that road?

[COUNCIL.)

The HONORARY MINISTER : That
statement has been wade on more than one
oceasion.

Hon. E. H. Harris:
spongible?

The HONORARY MINISTER: I do
not say he was solely responsible, but he
was principally responsible, and the faet
that he is no longer with the board shows
that he must earry the responsibility. In
addition, the Government have ordered a
searching inquiry inte the whole matter.
That iz well known to members. It shows
thut the Government do not stand for bad
or extravagant wovk, and that the Main
Roads Roard are of the same opinion. The
hon. member admitted there was a difficulty
in arriving at the exact cost of the work., 1
sungwest that diffieulty is in bis own mind.
Hud he cared to make inguiry in the right
place and in the right way the information
conld have been supplied to him,

Hon. G. A. Kempton: T took the Pre-
nier’s figures.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
lion. member computed the cost at between
£130,000 and £140,000. T am surprised he
should make a stutement like that without
endeavouring to verify it. To date the
actual cost of the road is £86,000.

Hon. G. A. Kempton: The Premier said
it was something like £130,600.

The HONOHARY MINISTER:
Premier said nothing of the kind.

Hon. G. A, Kempton: He did,

The HONORARY MINISTER: The es-
timated cost of the completed work is
£120,000. The original estimate on which
the work was eommenced was £91,000, nol
£35,000 a5 mentioned by the hon. member.
The latter figure has never vet heen quoted
by anyone who knew anything about the
subjeet. The Government did not seek to
defend what had been done on that road.
They lave placed all their eards on the
table and have instituted a most searching
inquiry. What clse could they do? The
resnlt of it will be available to members.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Not much publicity
has been given it.

The HONORARY MINISTER: What
move publicity does the hon. member want
than the statement of the Premier and of
the Minister for Works?

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: We lave the state-
ment of the Premier that the Canning-road
cost £150,000.

Was he solely re-

The
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The HONORARY MINISTER: The
hon, member is not correct. To my know-
ledge the Premier has said nothing of the
kind. Perhaps the hon. member will accept
my statement, which is made on behaif of
the Government. These are the facts. Mr.
Kempton, manifestly without a knowledge
of the subject, compared the cost of rail-
ways with that of roads. He said that prob-
ably £35,000, which he quoted as the original
estimate of the eost of the Canning-road,
would build a railway. What of it? If the
hon. member had given much consideration
to the subjeet, he would have known that
the cost of roads per mile to earry modern
traffic is more than the cost per mile of our
railways, and in some cases considerably
more. There is nothing remarkeble abont
that. He also said that about 3ft. of grave]
was being placed outside the rough kerbing,
and said, “The Lord only knows why it has
heen put there, as the road was guite wide
enough in the first place® The gravel has
no eonnection with the width of the road,
and has not been placed there to widern it.
Tn conformity with the world’s best practice,
it is not an uncommon thing {0 place erushed
metal outside the width of the road. It is
loocked mpon by main road engineers as
necessary.

Hon. H. A. Stephenson: As a sort of re-
serve,

The HONORARY MINISTER: If the
hon. member likes to call it so0. I ean well
understand the reason for it. The hon. mem-
ber ought to understand the necessity for
placing gravel or stone outside a made road.
It prevents the edges from fretting away,
for one thing. It is not placed there with
the object of widening the road, or with a
view to standing up to heavy traffic such as
is seen on main roads.

Hon, G. A. Eempon: I said it was prob-
ably put there to assist the other part of the
road.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The hon.
member may be right, If so, what is wrong
with the practice?

Hon. G. A. Kempton:
lutely unnecessary.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
hon. member may be a professional man in
some respects, but he does not know any-
thing about roads.

Hon. G. A, Kempton: I have seen more
roads than has the Honorary Minisier.

It scems ahso-
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The PRESIDENT: Order!

The HONORARY MINISTER: The hon,
member also dealt with many other aspects
of the roads and laid particular stress on
drainage. He mentioned the case of an old
lady who has been making a living by sel-
ling vegetables and keeping a few fowls,
and whose house is surrounded by water in
winter, This place happens to be in
my own clectorate, and judging by the
remarks of the hon. member, he seemed to
know more abont jt thun the members for
the district.

Hon. (. A, Kempton: I am surprised.

The PRESIDENT: I wust ask the hen.
member to stop imterjecting,

The HONORARY MINISTER: Just how
it came about I do not know, but I am sure
of this: that if the hon. member bad known
the distriet as well as it is known by those
who represent it, he wonld have been a
little more guarded in the vemarks he made.
I desire to inform him that there is no
Iliability on the Main Roads Buard for the
particular condition he referred to, that is,
the honse heing surrounded by water in
winter. The Road Distriets Aet makes
some provision for such eases as that, but
if people will ineur the visk of building in
posifions that are liable to be flooded in
the winter months, they must tuke the con-
sequences. We feel very sorry for them,
but T do not see any reason why the com-
munity should he mulet in expense by
reason of their own shortsightedness. With
regard to that particular ease and similar
cases, action will b taken by the Main
Roads Board so far as they ean, to relicve
the situation, but at the same time no liab-
ility rests on the hoard. T know the par-
ticular place very well, and if the hon.
memher were acquainted with all the faets,
he would not have heen quite so severe in
his eriticism.  The hon. member also re-
ferred to the section of the main road he-
tween Crampton and Bookara and to the re-
marks made by the Chief Seeretary when
speaking on the Adress-in-reply. The Chief
Seeretary, when commenting on the eost of
this road, said that the hon. member should
have gone to the Main Roads Board and
ascertained for himself the correct facts.
What T am ahout to state is thoroughly
justified by the latest caleulation, and on
behalf of the Chief Seeretary I reiterate
that the cost was £12,283 and not £14,634.
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Hon. G. A. Kempton: I got my figures
Irom the eireular; the cireular then could
not have been correct.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I further
make the statement in direct refutation of
the hon. member’s eclaim that the loeal
authorities were not overcharged. The hon.
member made the definite statement that if
what the Chicf Secretary said was correef,
then the loeal authority was overcharged.
1 repeat that is not correct. It would be
a long and tedious process to deal with
every item mentioned by the hon. member,
but T nust allude to another. He said that
the men who were employed on this work
were sent over the Midland Railway whewn
they could have been taken over the Won-
zan Hills line and landed at the locality at
no expense on account of railage. If is
interesting to know that the location to
which these men were sent is on the Mid-
land line. As a fact, it is 25 miles south
of Geraldton. The train service over the
Midland Railway to this loecality takes 12
or 13 hours, whereas by the Wongan Hills
route the journey takes 24 hours to Gerald-
ton and necessitates a further train con-
nection with the Midland line.

Hon. G. A. Kempton: But at no cost te
the Government.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The hon.
member knows that is not correct. T ask
the hon. member which is the better propo-
sition, fo send the men by a route that will
take 12 or 13 hours, or send them a way
that takes 24 hours to Geraldton and then
requires a change, and prohably having to
wait the best part of a day to connect with
a train to take them back tc their destina-
tion.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall:
to go to Geraldton.

Hon. G. A. Kempton: Crampton is only
twe miles from the head of the Govern-
ent line.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Would it make any
difference how long it would take the men
to reach their destination if there was no
work for them when they got there?

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: And their tools

were sent by the Midland line.
. The HONORARY MINISTER: I will
show conclusively that Mr. Harris is entirely
wrong. Mr. Kempton read a leiter ad-
dressed to himself from a gentleman named
Meadoweroft.

There was no need

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. A. Lovekin: Who is he?

The HONORARY MINISTER: T have
already remarked that he is or was an or-
ganiser for the Consultative Counecil at the
time of the last election. According to M.
Kempton, Mr. Meadoweroft said that 120
men arrived at Crampton without provisions
and tools of any description. The faets are
that 105 men were landed nt Crampton at
7 a.m. on the 4th January, together with
three truck-loads of tools, two truck-loads of
tanks and 14 drays. Half the lools had
been unloaded by the Railway Department.
The 14 horses for the drays were then at
Bookara Siding, about four mules south.
The horses were unloaded and brought to
Crampton; the drays were filled with the
tools and taken over to the camp site on the
same day. The horses were consigned to
Bookara because there was a horse yard
there and nome at Crumpton, 'The store-
keeper, My. Knowler, from Dongarra, and
Mr. MeGhie, the baker, met the train with
provisions at Crampton. The hon. member
also said that the horses were consigned to
Mullewa and re-consigned to Bookara in-
stead of to Crampton. This will show the
statement to be absolotely wrong.

Hon. G. A. Kempton: A select eommitiee
can prove whetlier it is right or wreng.

The HONORARY MINISTER: It is
quite easy to provide what has been de-
seribed as a prima facie case for a select
eommittee if one is going to aet upon eor-
respendence and articles which have been
used during the course of the diseussion in
this House. It would be quite possible for
me or any member of this House to estab-
lish a prima facie case for a seleet com-
mittee on any subject, if that was to be the
basis on whieh prima facie evidence was to
be built. I want to go further with regard
to this particular incident, because at about
this time Timekeeper Brennan reeeived a
letter from Meadoweroft asking for eertain
information, to wit, the numbar of men
landed at Crampton, the rolls they were on
before they went there, and the date they
enrolled for the Greenough electorate. Mr.
Duncan, chairman of the road board, made
repeated requests for the information, and
was told by Timekeeper Brennan that it
was outside his provinee to give the jnfor-
mation. Engineer Hardwicke instrueted
Timekeeper Brennan to furnish the informa-
tion and send it to Meadowceroft. However,



(81 Ocroeer, 1928.]

he did not do so. Meadoweroft was quoted
by the hon. member as having stated that
the wmacadamised road close to the church
nad been torn up for several chains and re.
made. As a matter of fact, there was no
road torn up within 15 chains of the church,
bnt what was torn up was done for the
neeessary  improvement of alignment of

the road, which is a main road, and
the conditions that applied with horse.
drawn traflic when the original road

was made had entirely altered with the
advent of motor traffic, rendering hetter
alignment an absolute necessity, Investiga-
tions showed that there was an average of
only 1% inches of metal on the road. So
much for the “monument to the work that
was put in” referred fo by Mr. Meadow-
eroft..

Hon. G. A, Kempton: 1 know the road
well.

The HONORARY MINISTER : Mr.
Meadoweroft also stated that men were
camped at the siding for several days and
then were shifted alongside the road ad-
joining the echurek at South Greenough.
That position was found to be too open, and
their camp was again shifted close to the
hills. The men were never camped at the
sidine. Half the number were shifted to
the site of the work on the day of their
arrival and the balance went there on the
follawing morning.  Six weeks afterwards
the men were shifted to a more sheltered
position in the hills. I would like to ask
what is wrong with that, The cost per chain
was given hy the hon. member as £70. Dur-
ing the course of his speech on the Address-
in-reply the Chief Secretary showed that
the cost was £59. The repetition of the
statement hy the hon. member shows exag-
geration and hias: every little defect has
heen magnified and ecommented upon.

Hon. G. A. Eempion: I am sorry you
did not speak to the chairman when you
were there; he would have given you some
information.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I had
no need to go to the chairman to get infor-
mation on these matters. I think I have
shown conclusively that the letfer quoted by
the hon. member was, to say the Jeast of if,
most unreliable, and in view of the eircum-
stance I have just quoted my statements are
hourne out that at anv rate so far as that
part of the complaint is concerned, it has a
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bigger political signifieance than anything
else. With regard to Mr. Meadoweroft, I
can quite understand his desire to buttress
the position he took up at that time. We
can prove that he was endeavouring even
then, just prior to the eleetion, io get in-
formation of this kind with the idea of
using it if possible in a political, rather than
any other direction.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: If you are so satis-
fied with your own officials, why object to &
select committee?

The HONORARY MINISTER: I have
not said that I object to the appointment
of a svlect committee, but sufficient has been
said in the course of .the debate to call for
a veply. The Government cannot allow
statements like those that have been made
to he broadeast throughont the State with-
ont making some reply fo them. The hon.
member made certain allegations with re-
gard to roll stafling. T have before me a
statement showing the number of men who
were employed in the Irwin, Greenough,
Murray-Wellington and Nelson electoral
districts. A perusal of the statement and
the figures discloses an emphatic refutation
of the charges made. In the Greenough
electorate there were twice as many men en-
gaged after the rolls were closed than were
there hefore. If there had been ony desire
on the part of any person to bring about a
position such as that suggested by Mr,
Kempton, I think it could be relied upon
that whoever was responsible would have
done the thing properly instead of send-
ing 100 or 150 men to the distriet after
the rolls had been eclosed. That num-
her could easily have been sent there
hefore the rolls were closed if the desire
had heen as suggested by Mr. Kempion.

Hon. 7. J. Holmes: They were a bit un-
fortunate at Southern Cross.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I do not
think they were unfortunate in any direc-
tion.

Hon. J. J. Ho'mes: It worked well?

The IONORARY MINTSTER: The hon.
membher is usuallv very suspicious

Hon. -J. J. Holmes: Yon said they were
not unfortunate.

The HONORARY MINISTER: It may
he a good thing te be suspicious at times,
but we have nothing to fear from the sus-
picions of the hon. member. It does not
matier how the position is analysed, I think
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the ections of the Main Reads Board ecan
be justified on every oceasion. It must be
remembered that the time was the beginning
of the year immediately after the close of
the Christmas and New Year holidays, and
naturally the men had t{o be sent on to the
jobs in fairly large numbers. The figures
show that from that time onward the num-
bers gradually inereased until I believe even-
tually a larger number of men were em-
ployed by the Main Roads Board than have
ever been employed by any department of
the State. Had there been any desire to
do as has been suggested by hon. members,
in regard to roll stuffing, I consider that
those who claimed to be responsible did not
do their job very well.

Hon, G. W, Miles: It was not necessary
to overdo it. You wanted some votes in
other districts as well.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Irwin,
I think, comes within Mr. Kempton'’s dis-
triet. The maximum number of men were
engaged from six weeks to two months be-
fore the closing of the roll, so T do not
think the hon. member can use those fig-
ures. In fact, the figures speak for them-
selves, The hon, member said Mr. Kennedy
received 16 out of the 19 voles cast at Tar-
dun, the innuendo heing that the men were
sent there to help Mr. Kennedy’s election
chances. If Mr. Kennedy had not received
16 out of the 19 votes, we would have heard
nothing about it. As Mr. Kennedy received
16 of the 19 votes at Tardun, which X sup-
pose the hon. member regards as a country
centre—it is a new centre with a large num-
ber of new settlers—I can only suggest he
received the support of the people because
of what he had been able to do for them in
looking after their interests. If the heon.
memher will examine the roll at Tardun, he
will find there was no neecessity to send any
men there from Perth or anywhere else in
order to make up the total of 22, The hon.
member knows it is a new district, opened
up in comparatively recent vears, and he
knows the present member for the district
is held in the highest esteem. In order to
prove there is nothing in Mr. Kempton’s
gontention regarding Tardun, I wish to
quote an official letter dated the 25th May,
1927, from the Secretary of the Mullewa
Road Board to the Chairman of the Main
Roads Bosrd. Tt read—

Follewing my frantic urgent wire of Monday

last, T took a car trip to Tardun yesterday in
search of a good water supply position for

[COUNCIL.]

stock at the siding, On my way 1 took Mr. D.
Dunne and Mr. O'Loughlin, your oflicer in
charge and second in command, with me, and
we carefully examined the portion complained
of from five miles south of the siding to about
half a mile north of the siding, and notwith-
standing the report which you may have re-
ceived, both of the persons mentioned arc con-
vinced that it is the worst portion of the road
between Mullewa and Morowa by far. You
will understand, therefore, how pleased we
would be to learn that you had deeided to go
on with the work instead of taking the men
away as originolly intended, and I have much
pleasure in thanking your hoard for their de-
cision. I understand that your Mr. Anketell
will be passing along the road very shortly
and, should he be doing so, I would suggest
that he take a note of the rond from about the
peg about five miles south of the siding. The
306 mile peg is elose to the siding. If he does
this T feel sure he will agree that road is in a
very much worgse condition than has heen re-
ported te vou and the writer, Agnin thanking
you, Yours faithfully, (Sgd.) P. F. Rooke,
Secrctary.

I quoted that letter to show that men had
been employed in the Tardun district for a
considerable time, and T think the hon. mem-
ber must be aware of the roads that were
construeted there even prior to the date e
quoted and prior to the election. Though
there had been a large number of men em-
ployed at Tardun on read work, the whole
of the wvotes recorded at that particular
cenire was 22.

Hon. G. A, Eempton: A lot of them
voted at Mullews,

The HONORARY MINISTER: It goes
to show that there was work in the district,
and that if the men were sent there at that
partienlar time, they were not sent there
to vote rather than work. They were there
with the object of making roads in that diz-
triet, so much so that the seeretary of the
road board was afraid the men would be
taken from the district.  Apparently the
secretary of the road board was more
anxious to have the voads -constructed
in the district than was the hon. member,
and I was almost going to say the secretary
of the road board was prepared to look
after that part of the distriet even hetter
than the hon. memher. I have proved con-
ctusively that the Mullewa Road Board
wanted the work done. The men were in the
vicinity and the road beard pleaded that
the men should not be taken from the dis-
triet. So much for that. Speaking again
about a certain section of road eonstruetion
in the Greenough distriet, the hon. mem-
ber said that after it was constructed, the
Main Roads Board found it necessary to
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spend £100 a mile to pui it in order agam.
That sounds rather serious. It is generally
recognised that, during the first few months
after eonstruction, the maintenance eost is
heavy. The Federal authorities now allow
maintenance material fo be provided as part
of the construction cost to the tune of 10
cubie yards per thousand lneal feet of road.
At the time this road was built, no such
allowance was permitted by the Federal au-
thority, but subsequent conferences have
resulted in the allowance being granted.
That accounts for the subsequent expendi-
ture on the road in question, Accord-
ing to information I have received, only
about half of the material provided I[or
maintenance has so far heen used.and {he
balance is uvailable for subsequent wiain-
tenance. Such maintenance will be inevit-
able in the ordinary course of events. Con-
sequently, things there are not cquite so had
as the hon. member implied. Again he re-
ferred to the cost of the bridge at Upper
Swan. This matter was dealt with by the
Chief Secretary during the Address-in-
veply.  Mr. Kempton said, ““We cannot
have a house without an entrance and so
it is necessary to build approaches to =
bridge.” 1 ruite agree with the hon. em-
ber, but if he wants a long avenue as an
approach to his house, he must pay extra
for it. He could not include the cost of
the avenue in the cost of the house. Meni-
bers will agree that five miles of road can-
not be regarded as a normal approach to
a bridge. If five miles, why not 20 miles, or
even 100 miles?

Hon. J. Cornell:
river to bhe crossed.

The HONORARY
absurd.

Hon. ¢+ A, Kempton: 1 was pointing out
the cost of approaches.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The hon.
member was careful not to mention the
actual facts regarding the long approaches.

Hon. ;. A. KEempton: I read it to you.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The hon.
member has made a big mistake.

Hon, G. A, Kempton: I have not.

The HONORARY MINISTER: T am
informed that the five miles of road
referred to is quite separate from the
bridge; there is a gap between. The cost
of the road, inecluded in the figures for-
merly explained by the Chief Seecretary.

It depends upon the

MINISTER: [t i
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amounted to £22457 and not £33,149 as
stated by the hon. member.

Hon. G. A. Kempton: I only guoted
Main Reads Board figures. Surely they are
not sending out false fignres. .

The HONORARY MINISTER: If the
hon. member had been frained in exact
science, he would never embark upon an
elaborate and tedious calculation until he
was sure of his bhasis of facts.

Hon. G. A. Kempton: 1 amn perfectiv
sure of it.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Besides,
it is always well to hear the other fellow
before making such a statement.

Hon. G. A. Kempton: [ am sure of my
statenient.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member
must not keep up a continual fire of inter-
jections.

The HONORARY MINTSTER:
mind the interjections.

The PRESIDENT: It is not for the
Honorary Minister to say whether he minds
them or not. The business of the House
must be conducted in a proper spirit and
I ask hon. members not to interject so much.

The HONORARY MINISTER: There
are so many malters hinging on this dis-
cussion that I feel it incumbent upon me
to reply to what has been said. Only re-
cently I have heard seme comment publiely
and privately, whick could only have
emanated from the reading of the discussion
that took place on this motion. ‘

Hon. J. Cornell: I could tell you a lot
of the facts.

The HONORARY MINISTER : Knowing
as I do from information before me that
mauny of those statements are far from the
truth, I think it only right—

Hon. (+. A. Kempton: T rise to a point
of order. Does the Honorary Minister mean
that my statements were far froem the
truth? Does he mean that my statements
were untrothful?

The PRESIDENT: I do not think the
Honorary Minister meant that. What I
think he meant was that many of the state-
ments made to the House were far from
the truth.

The HONORARY JMINISTER: T said
many of the statements were far from the
truth and T must stand-by that.

The PRESIDENT: I take it that what
the Minister meant to say was that certain

I do not
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statements made by members were incox-
rect,

The HONORARY MINISTER: I repeat
that the hon. member has beep badly ad-
.vised on some of these matters, with the
result that the fizures he guoted were quite
ineorrect.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Not more misleading
than the statement of the Chairman of the
Main Roads Board to the Road Boards Con-
ference.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I am not
aware that anything of that kind has hap-
pened.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: It has.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The hon.
member mentioned the Yalgoo-road, the ex-
penditure on which he said, was absclutely
wasted. That work was carried out after
consultation with the local anthority, A
special visit wag made by the Main Roads
Board engineer for the distriet, when it was
decided what work should be doune and
where it shounld be done. The 11 miles of
road completed west of Yalgoo 1s in good
repair to-day and ig being used consider-
ably. Nobody uses the old road at all now,
s0 I am advised.

Hon. G. A. Kempton: T gave you their
opinion.

The HONORARY MINISTER: As re-
gards the 20-mile section east of Yalgoo, it
has not been finished off. It requires blind-
ing and rolling, and with smell expenditure,
it eould he used considerably. In refuta-
tion of the hon. memher’s statement I de-
sire fo say that the money was not wasted
and that the work was done to the approval
of the local authorities. The hon. member
went on to refer to 2,080 chains of road
cleared in the Yalgoo distriet. The Chiet
Secretary dealt with that matter, informing
the House that for this work tenders were
called, eight being received and the lowest
accepted. This should satisfy any ordinar-
ily fair-minded man, but apparently it does
not satisfy Mr. Kempton. In his anxiety
not to hit the Main Roads Board below the
belt, he said he snpposed the lowest tender
was so high because of the 22 pages of
specification put up, and becaunse tenderers
were afraid that they would have to engage
the services of a solicitor to see that they
did not break any of the provisions. T have
here the specifications of contract under
which the job was advertised.

Hon. G. A. Kempton: The latest ones?

[COUNCIL.]

The HONORARY MINISTER: Thos
for the job to which the hon. member re
ferred. The specifications are on ons
page, and the condifions of eontract on thres
pages. The condifions were drawn up ex
pressly for such jobs, and are written in the
clearest langnage. These are the 22 page:
referred to by the hon. member.

Hon. W. J. Mann: That is vastly dif:
ferent from some of the other specifications

The HONORARY MINISTER: For the
moment I am concerned with that particula
job and nothing else. Again the hon. mem-
ber was badly advised.

Hon. G. A. Kempton:
ably that was the veason,

The HONORARY MINISTER: I have
no desire to qualify anything I have said
fo-day. I am speaking actual facts. On 4
former occasion the hon. member had quite
a lot to say regarding a specification of 22
pages. The hon. member was then informed
by the Chief Secretary that the specifica-
tion in question had been introduced by au
engineer from Vietoria, and that immedi-
ately upon its coming to the knowledge of
the chairman of the Main Roads Board it
was withdrawn. The Chief Secretary ad-
mitted that such a document could not bhe
defended. It has been scrapped. In this
instance the eontract was laid before the
chairman of the Main Roads Board, and
the lengthy specification was not used. That
is absolutely definite. The statements made
by the member clearly show his bias. It is
more than probable that he will desire a
seat on the select committee.

Hon. G. A. Kempton: I am not hanker-
ing after it.

The HONORARY MINISTER: 1 ask
the House, in all fairness——

Hon. A. Lovekin: The hon. member
would not want it if he knew what he was
taking on.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I do
not know anything about that. I ecan
only say it would hardly be fair that one
who has shown bias in this partienlar matter
should be prepared to aceept a seat on the
select committee.

Hon, J. Cornell:
a question of degree.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
matter rests with the hon. member himself.
As regards the letter which appeared in the
“West Australian,” setting out the cost of
certain roads, a letter referred to by various

T said that prob

Bias, atfer all, is only
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hon. members, I bave already stated that the
cost of the Canning-road when completed
will be £120,000, not £150,000 as stated
in the leiter. Some of the other figures are
much npearer fo the mark. Still others,
again, show much divergence from the
actnal. So far as the hon. member himsetf
is eoncerned, I am convinced, notwithstand-
ing his assertions to the contrary, that
political considerations are the strongest
factor actnating him in the matter.

Hon. G. A, Kempton: Not on your life!

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
Chief Secretary has told the House thai
since the August conference between the
chairman of the Main Roads Board and the
loeal anthorities quite o good atmesphere ex-
ists between the Main Roads Board and the
loeal road boards. I am sure hon. members
were aware of that even without a statement
from the Chief Secretary. Mr. Kempton
when speaking on the Address-in-reply re-
ferred to two roads in his province, the
Georgina-road and the Macartney-road, and
stated in effect that the Main Roads Board
had given figures of distance which were
inflated. In speaking to the present
motion he said that the figures were
inflated so that the cost could he kept down.
He also stated that the Chief Secretary had
got wrong information from somebody, and
that somebody was putting up a hig blulf
I think the meaning of the word “bluff” is
“to deceive.”

Hon. G. A. Kempton: Not to deceive, not
at all. .

The HONORARY MINISTER: Speak-
ing on the Address-in-reply the Chief Secre-
tary said the hon. member’s allegations were
tantamount to a charge of fraud. The Chief
Secretary explained that a certain length
of rond had been metaled, but that other
work had heen done outside that, bringing
the iotal length treated in the euse of the
Georgina road to 127 chaing, and in the
case of the Macartney road fto 74 chains.
The hon. member said that such lengths were
neither treated nor constructed. He put
the leneths down as 79 chains and 54 chains
respectively. A very serious view was taken
of the matter, and the figures were brought
under the notice of the chairman of the
Main Roads Board. Mr. Tindale has had
special measurements made, and I desire to
rend to the House the report which has
been furnished to him. It is dated the 2%th
October, 1928—
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Georgina-road, 13Q. I have verified the
measurements of the work done on the above
road by day labour:—OClearing 48 chains,
widen clearing 79 chains, total 127 chains.
Ferming 79 chains, gravelling 78 chaius, side
draing 3 chains, one only 24 x 12 h.p. culvert
earthworks 805 cubic yards.

Now comes the important part—

I saw the Secretary, Mr. Maley, to-day and
discussed the matter with him; he admitted
ahove, and that the clearing had not been
taken into ageount in measuring up for the
information of Mr, Kempton, M. L.C. I will
be attending a meeting of the Greencugh Road
Board on the 6th proximo. Macartney-road.
I huve verifie] the measurements of the work
done on the above road by day labour :—Clear-
ing 17 chains, widen clearing &7 chains, toial
74 chains. TFormation 63 chains, sione road
17 chains, gravelling 37 chaing, side draing 51
chains, " eattliworks 1,619 cubic yards, rolling
54 chains, ahifting fences 10 chaina. I saw the
secretary, Mr. Maley, to-day and discussed the
position with bhim, He adinitted above, and
that the clearing had not been taken into ac-
count in measuring up for the information of
Mr. Kempton, M.L.C.

Hon, G. A. Kempton: Did he say any-
thing about the constructed part, and not
the treated part? The circular said “con-
structed,” not “treated.”

The HONORARY MINISTER: I am not
concerned with what the cirenlar said.

Hon. G. A. Kempton: It was a Main
Roads Board ecirenlar.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I am
concerned with what the hon. member said,
a statement made by him in this Chamber,

Hoen. G. A, Kempton: And perfeetly cor-
rect.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The hon.
member said somebody was putting up a
big blufft He made a positive statement,
“without hesitation,” that such lengths were
neither treated nor constructed.

Hon. (. A, Kempton: Neither were they.

The HONORARY MINISTER: This re-
port, just received from Mr, Lavater, the
engincer who has cousunlted the secretary of
the road board, admits that the Main Roads
Board’s figures are correet.

Hon. G. A. Kempton: The select com-
mittee will prove whether that is so.

Hon, H. Stewart: Mr. Kempion quoted
the Main Roads circular.

The HONORARY AMINISTER : The hon.
member went further than that, He eontra-
dicted a statement made by the Leader of
the House.

Hon. H. Stewart: On the basis of the
Main Roads Board circular.
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The HONORARY MINISTER: The
Chief Secretary, in replying te a statement
made by Mr. Kempton, made an ollicial
statement on behalf of the Main Roads
Board. Mr. Kempton, in speaking on the
present motion, said he had taken a eertifi-
cated engineer with him

Hon. G. A. Kempton: So I did.

The HONORARY MINISTER: —and
had chained the whele of the work done on
these particular roads. He added, “without
hesitation, that such lengths were neither
treated nor construeted.” By means of the
report of Mr. Lavater, who I suppose is
krown to the hon, member, T am now show-
ing that ecertain work was not taken inlo
consideration when measuring up for the
purposes of Mr. Kempton,

Ylon, G. A. Kempton: Why did the en-
gincer say, “It must be a mistake”?  That
is portion of what T said.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I know
nothing about that. The hon. member made
a positive statement in this Chamber that
in conjunction with a certain engineer,
whose credentials he said conld not e
doubted, he had chained the whole of the
work done o those roads.

Hon. G. A. Kempton: So we did.

The HONORARY MINTSTER: He said
further that he could state without hesita-
tion that =uch lengths were neither treated
nor constrocted. The document T have reail
proves otherwise.

Hon. G. A. Kempton: It is wrong.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The see-
retary of the Grecnough Road Board, whom
the hon. member quoted, admits that clear-
ing of the roads was not taken into account
when measuring up for the hon. member's
information. Where was the bluff? The
hon. member aceused the Chief Secretary--

Hon. G, A. Kempion: No, no!

The HONORARY MINTSTER: The hon.
member accused the Chief Seeretary of ws-
ing infarmation which had heen given as
3 bluil.

Hon. H. Stewart: Is it not a bluff to say
“treated” in connection with roads?

Hon. J. Cornell: It is a plav on words.

The HONORARY MINISTER: T do
not kmow where the play on words comes
in.

Hon. H. Stewart: T shall have something
to sav on that later.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I hope
the hon. member will. If he does, he will

[COUNCIL.]

have to admit that if ihere has been any
attempted blufling in this ease, it is not
on the part of the Government.

Hon. G. A. Eempton: Hear, hear! T dill
not say so.

The HONORARY MINISTER: And
neither has there been on the pari of the
Main Roads Board. But there has been too
much biufing in this Chamber on the part
of those who have spoken in support of the
motion.

Hon. H. Siewart: I take exception to
that, anyhow. As regards my speech in
moving the motion, I did not—

The HONORARY MINISTER:
not menfioned the hon. member.

Hon. H. Stewart: You said “those,” and
that includes me. Now I take exception o
that.

The PRESIDENT: Order! If the hon.
member objects to the Minister's use of the
word “bluff” as applied to him, I shall ask
the Honoravy Minister {o withdraw it

Hon. H, Stewart: It seems to me that in
the heat of diseussion the Honorary Minis-
ter——-r-

The PRESIDENT : Does the hon. member
desive the Honorary Minister to withdraw
the word “blaff”?

Hon, H. Stewart: I do.
bluff in my speech.

The PRESIDENT: In the cireumstances
I am sure the Honorary Minister will with-
draw the word “bluff.” R

The HONORARY MINISTER: I with-
draw thé word, Sir. Mr. Stewart, in mov-
ing the motion, made particular reference
to an utterance by the chairman of the Arm-
adale-Kelmscott Road Board. It would seem
that in the relationship between that road
hoard and the Main Roads Board every-
thing was wrong. Now I wish to read a
letter from the secretary of the Armadale-
Kelinseott Road Board, dated the 19th Oct-
ober, 1928—

At the last meeting of the board the matter
that vonr hoard

That is, the Main Roads Board—

had completed the 69 chains of roadway
o the Dale-Kelmscott road was brought up
by members. T am directed to express this
hoard's appreciation of the splendid condition
of the road now that it is finished. With the
hoard’s congratulations.

T have

There was nn

Things must have improved considerably,
T helicve that at the present time relations
between the Main Roads Board and the var-
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ious road boards throughout the conntry are
pretty good. Yet here we have a motion
for the appointment of a seleet committee,
which can have no other than a disruptive
influence.

Hon. J. Cornell: It cannot affect the
chairman of the Main Roads Board.

Hon, J. Ewing: He was away from the
State at the time.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes, but
ke is not away now.

Hon. V. Hamersley: I think nis reputa-
tion ought to be cleared. He was absent
from the State when all this was going on.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Hon.
members ean look at the matter from that
point of view if they wish, but I am showing
that charges that have been made by various
memhers during the course of the debate,
are not worthy of consideration.

Hon. H. Stewart: Do you think that is
so tegarding the Armadale-Kelmscotf-road¥

The HONORARY MINISTER: I have
shown that there is a considerabls difference
now comparéd with the position then.

Hon. H. Stewart: That is so.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yet the
on. member dealt with that maiter on the
strength of a letter from one individual.

Hon, H. Stewart: I will deal with that
phase later on. He was a mere pawn.

The HONORARY MINISTER: There
are a lot of pawns in this game! But at any
rate, I do not know that there is any ground
for a statement such as the hon. member
has made. Anything I have said so far, has
referred to matters that oecurred a consid-
erable time ago, not to matters as they are
at present. I have shown conclusively that
too mueh notice should not be taken of some
of the statements that have been made, par-
ticularly as I bave proved that some of the
correspondence upon which the eriticism has
heen based, was from people who were inter-
ested politieally, from one point of view or
another, and who, on a previous occasion,
endeavoured to raise a controversy merely
hecause certain men, who were easual work-
ers, were sent to a certain distriet at a cer-
tain time, in consequence of which it was
contended those men were not entitled to
vote.

Hon. J. Cornell: That was merely a co-
incidence!

The HONORARY MINISTER: During
the course of his remarks, Mr. Stephenson
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sald that he understood the Canning-road
had cost £140,000 to date and that it was
not nearly finished. I bave already pointed
out that the eost so far hes heen £86,000,

Hon. H. A. Stephenson: Whai about the
approaches to the bridges?

The HONORARY MINISTER: It is
astounding that responsible men will make
such irresponsible statements! He also said
that there were hundreds of tons of coarse
metal thrown on the side of the road, and he
did not know what was to he doue with it.
Prohably he does not know because that is
not his line of business.

Hon. H. A. Stephenson:
will lose the lot in the sand.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The hon.
niember ¢ould have found out if he had
been desirous of doing so.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: I would like to know
about it.

The HONORARY MINISTER: It must
be exasperating to engineers to hear such
ecomments from laymen.

Hon. H. A. Stephenson: I was interested
in building roads before yon were born.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: What do they intend
doing with that material ¥

The HONORARY MINISTER: If the
hon. member were to ask tbe contractor, he
would be able to find out.

Hon. H. Stewart: Was that statement
true or false?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Ii was
true to the extent that material has been
placed at the side of the road. Mr. Stephen-
son then went on to say that quite a con-
siderable length of the road was working
into holes already, although it has been com-
pleted.

Hon. H. Stewart: Was that true?

The HONORARY MINISTER: It was
not true because the road has not been com-
pleted. A relatively short length only of
the road has had the bituminous surfaee ap-
plied to it. The coarse metal is required
and the supply of that material is part and
pareel of the work under the eontract let to
Municipal Roads Ltd. and has nothing what-
ever to do with the Main Roads Board. The
portion of the road that has a finished sur-
face is in excellent condition. The portion
with a temporary surface, which is awaiting
the bituminous coat, is being maintained,
and is not in anything like the condition of
potholes ‘indicated by the hon. member.

Probably they
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Hon. H. A. Stephenson: It is only a week
ago that I was over that part of the road.
. The HONORARY MINISTER: Part of
the road goes through my districé and I
think 1 should know something about its
condition.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Why do they limit
the speed over the road to eight miles?

The FIONORARY MINISTER: Beeause
the road is not finished. The hon. member
knows that unless the speed limit is kept
down on a road that is unfinished, the work
done will quickly go to pieces. The Hmit-
ing of speed is a necessary safegnard. Then,
again, bituminous road work cannot be done
during the winter months and the con-
tractors are waiting until the wet weather
cecases before they go on with that part of
the work.

Hon. J. Cornell: They will have to hurry
up, beeanse Christmas is not far off.

The HONORARY MINISTER: But the
snmmer has not yet started! However, it
is remarkable that a person so little in-
formed on a subject would venture to talk
at all. Tt is always advisahle to get the
facts that are available if asked for. State-
ments made in such eircumstances as I com-
plain of earry little weight. What weight
ean be placed on the utterances of an hon.
member who has shown he knows so little of
the subjeet.

Hon. H. A. Stephenson:
opinion only,

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes, but
it roes to show that some hon. members who
have spoken on this particular motion have,
to say the least of it, indicated hv their
remarks that they have made up their
minds. T was going to say that they had
shown Mas, hot in deference to hon. mem-
bers T will say that they have made np their
minds in one direction and have shown a
want of understanding of the position. I
have admitted that there are features about
the work that cannot be defended, but in-
stead of inquiring ahout the position, Mr.
Stephenson started out on a general con-
demnation of the work of the Main Roads
Board, thus indieating that he had pre.
indeed the ecase. To that extent his state-
ments should he discounted.

The PRESIDENT : Order! Will the Hon-
orary Minister resume his seat? During the
course of the debate there have been re-
ferences to ‘‘biag’’ as applied to other mem-

That is your

[COUNCIL.]

bers. .l huve not asked any hon. member
to withdraw such statements., I hope Iwas
correct in assuming that what was meant
was ‘‘unconseious bias.”  The Honorary
Minister may proceed.

The HONORARY MINISTER: There is
very little inore that I desire to say. I can-
not let some remarks by Mr. Glasheen go
without some comment. He snid that he
supported the appointment of a seleet com-
mittee because the chairman of the Main
Roads Board had been sent abroad. He con-
tended that all the knowledge or experience
that could he obtained from a trip abroad
was available in a report furnished by the
former chairman of the Country Roads
Board of Vietoria. I do not think hen. mem-
bers will attach mueh importance to an
argument of that description.  Then the
hon, member said that the chairman of the
Main Roads Board had made a statement,
by implication, that during a trip to Mer-
rediu he had learnt more than he had done
during the whole course of his world tour.

Hon. J. Cornell: Who said that?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Mr. Glas-
heen said that about Mpe. Tindale.

Hon, H. Stewart: The newspaper repout
was quite open to that construction,

The HONORARY MINISTER: It is to
be hoped that a report of that speech wiil
not reach London or America. Neither
direetly nor by implication was sueh a
statement made, and those of us who know
Mr. TFindale will give little credence to M.
(ilasheen’s statement. Yet that statement
is put forward as a reason why we should
appoint a scleet committee! There was one
other point that the hon. member attempted
to make in justification for the select com-
mittee, He said that a eontract let to a
local authority in his province at £7 10s.
per chain had heen sublet at £2 10s. per
chain. Tt would be interesting to have that
statement supported by doeumentary evi-
dence, beeause T have heen unable to elicit
any partienlnrs of sueh an ineident from
the in¢niries made by the Main Roads
Roard. T am in a position to say positively
that there is no provision in the Main Roads
Aet, as stated by Mr. Glasheen, that pre-
seribes that any profit made by a loeal
anthority on road work must be expended
on the same road.

Hon. I Stewart: That is quite right. I
was going to point that out to the hon.
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member. But there is still the difference
between £7 10s. and £2 10s. to be explained.

The HONORARY MINISTER: That
may be so. Mr. Glasheen said that because
of that provision in the Aet, which does not
exist, the local board was compelled to
spend a profit of £400 on a road that did
not require the expenditure.

Hon. H. Stewart: At any rate, the hon.
memhber said it oecurred in his provinee,
and he should be able to explain the point.

The HONORARY MINISTER: But the
statement is utterly wrong and without any
foundation whatever. The Act does not
contain any such provision,

Hon. I Stewart: You do not say it is
wrong about the £400 profit.

The HONORARY MINISTER: How in
the name of goodness would it be possible
for the Main Roads Board to dictate as to
how profits made out of a contract entered
into by a local authority should be spent?
No such instructions have ever gone out
from the Main Hoads Board. However, it
would be extremely interesting to have
docomentary evidence in support of the
hon. member’s statement regarding the sub-
letting of the econtract for £2 10s. If there
is nothing more to support the statement
than there is in support of the assertion he
made regarding the Act, then I do not think
the House should take any notice of it. In
concluding my remarks I wish to make one
other point. Similar statements to those
that have been made during the course of
the debate were heard at a conference which
was convened, I understand, by the Mayor
of Perth. It was a conference of loeal auth-
orities and was held a few days prior to the
meeting of the delegates to the conference
of the Road Boards Association of West-
ern Australia. I understand that Mr. Kemp-
fon  had something to do with the
arranging the first conference, on be-
half of the various road boards.

Hon. G. A. Kempton: I had nothing
whatever to do with the Road Boards As-
soeiation.

The HONORARY MINISTER: 1 am
informed that the hon. member had some-
thing to do with the first conference,

Hon. G. A. Kempton: No, that is wrong.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I under-
stand the hon. member acted on hehalf of
the Northern Road Boards Association.
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Hon, G A. Kempton: No. There was
the northern districts conference and the
federated conference. Delezates came from
the differeat parts of the State.

The HONORARY MINISTER: It does
not matter mucl, but I believe the hon.
member was associated with the calling of
the first conference and that he acted tor
some particular body in his province.

Hon. G. A. Kempton: You ought to be
sure of your statements.

The HONORARY MINISTER: T do nob
want fo play with words as the hon. mem-
ber does. At the first conference a lot was
heard about the Main Roads Board and
eventnally a motion was tabled calling upon
the Govermment to appoint a Royal Com-
mission to inquire into the various charges
againsg the board. TIn a desultory sort of
way the motion was discussed and was then
put to the vote. The mceting was so wobbly
that the chairman did not know which way
to give his deeiston,

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: That is not eorrecl,

The HONORARY MINISTER : He called
to his aid the services of somcone else, and
finally a decision was given in favour of the
motion for the appointment of a Royal
Commission. The majority was very small
and two or three days afterwards, when the
real conference of road board aunthorities
met in the metropolitan area:

Hon. G. A, Kempton: Why do you say
the “real” econference?

The BONORARY MINISTER: Because
that conference represented the only body
with authority to speak on behslf of all the
road boards thronghout the State.

_ Hon, G. A, Kempton: But the other con-
ference dealt not only with road board
matters.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The first
conference was called by the Mayor of Perth
and was attended by various local authori-
ties. It was at the instigation of the same
authority that they earried this resolution
asking for a Roynl Commission and even re-
commended an individual whom they
thought should be on the Royal Commis-
sion as representing the loeal aunthorities.
Two or three days afterwards, when the
annual road boards conference met, a con-
ference that was representative of the whole
of the road boards throughout the State, this
matter was given another airing. After go-
ing into the pros and cons and hearing what
was to be said by those who had been pre-
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sent at the first conference, and also after
hearing the chairman of the Main Roads
Board, the conferenece unanimously earried
the following reselution:—

That this confercnce do not approve of the
appointment of a Royal Commission to inquire

into the administration of the Main Roads
Act,

Hon. J. Cornell: Now they crave a select.
committee.

The HONORARY MINISTER: At that
time they were satisfied that there was no
necessity for any inquiry.

Hon. H. Stewart: They were eertainly
not whanimously satisfied.

The HONORARY MINISTER : They
were satisfied that they did not want the
appointment of a Royal Commission, and
they carried the vote unanimously.

Hon. H. Stewart: They certainly were
not unanimously satisfied.

The HONORARY MINISTER: They
were completely satisfied. The hon. mem.
ber has no right to say that they were not
wnanimously satisfed. In view of the fact
that the vole was a unanimous one he is
implying that some, at least, of the dele-
gates at that conference voted against what
they thought.

Hon. H. Stewart: What evidence have
you that every man voted?

The PRESIDENT: Order! The hon.
member will have an opportunity to re-
ply.

The HONORARY MINISTER: If
there is any representative body capable of
giving an opinion as to the operations of
the Main Roads Board under the Main
Roads Act, that body is the annual rozd
board conference of Western Australia. It is
representative of the whole of the road
boards throughout the country, and if they
are satisfied that no inquiry is needed, I
fail to see why other people, not so elosely
associated with the matter, should be so keen
on demanding a seleet committee, unless,
indeed, there is some other motive behind it.
And I have, T think, shown conclusively that
there is some other motive behind it- The
(Government say they bhave nothing to fear,

Hon. J. Cornell: Well, why worry?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Beeause
it is necessary to reply to the many state-
ments made which, T think, I have shown to
be absolutely incorrect. Personally, I am
not opposing the motion, but I have taken

[COUNCIL.]

the opportuniiy to give the other side of the
guestion respecting the statements made by
members, At the same time I look on the
motion for the appointment of a select com-
mittee as nothing more nor less than a fish-
ing expedition. T think that is the only way
in which it ean be deseribed. Tn view of all
that has been said in this Chamber, I want
to ask just what importance will be attached
by impartial men to the finding of the pro-
posed select committee. Almost every mem-
ber who has spoken has shown that he has
pre-judged the position.

Hon. G. W. Miles: May it not be neces-
sary fo amend the Act? Could we not get
evidence on that?

The HONORARY MINISTER: You may
be able to do that, but on the other hand, in
view of all that has been said, no impartial
individual eould aceept a seat on the pro-
posed select committee of this Chamber in
the same way as he could do if that seleet
committee were appointed from men known
to be impartial.

Hon. H. Stewart: T protest against
the Honorary Minister reflecting on the
Chamber, He has no right to cast imputa-
tions and say that because a member cites
certain things that member’s view of the case
is prejudiced. It is a refleslion on the
Chamber.

The PRESIDENT: I am sure the Hon-
orary Minister does not intend to veflect on
this Chamber, and I should Hke an assur-
ance from him on that point.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I ean
assure you, Sir, and the House that I have
no wish to reflect on the Chamber. My
only desire is to correctly state the position.
If T may use other words, I will put it this
way: members who have spoken on this
motion

Hon. H. Stewart: All or some? Just be
careful !

The PRESIDENT: Order! I ask the
hon. member to allow the Honorary Minister
to proceed. '

The HONORARY MINISTER: I do not
know why exception should be taken to my
remarks in this rezgard. T have said I have
to desire to reflect on the Chamber. Mem-
bers who have spoken on this motion, in my
opinion, have so expressed themselves that
I can come to no other conclusion than that
there is behind the demand for a select com-
mittee some other motive than the mere de-
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sire for an inquiry inte the administration
of the Main Roads Board and the Act. In
view of what has been said, very little im-
poriance will be attached by impartial per-
sons to the finding of the proposed select
committee.

Hon. H. Stewart: That is your personal
opinion of a select committce of this
Chamber.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Your personal
opinion is that tlns motion is loaded.

The HONORARY MINISTER: That it
is a fishing expedition.

Hon. F. H. Harris: And they think they
are going to get a schnapper.

The HONORARY MINISTER: In view
of all these eirecumstances it will be nothing
but a waste of time. Further than that, it
can have but one effect, which will be to in-
terfere with the smooth working of the Main
Roads Board, just at a time when the best
relationship exists between that beoard and
the various loecal boards throughout the
State.

Hon. J. Cornell: If the committee find
nothing, it will strengthen the Main Roads
Board.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Tr the
meantime, T gather, the idea is thaf this pro-
posed select ecommittee shall inquire into so
many things that it will not be possible for
them to eomplete their task before the end
of the session.

Hon. G. W, Miles: Why not make it a
Roval Commission?

The HONORARY MINISTER: There
will be no Royal Commmission. One hon mem-
ber asked that the Government should agree
to convert the select eommittee inio a Royal
Commission. I honestly believe that at the
present time the hest possible relationship
axists hetween the Main Roads Roard and
‘he various local hoards. The Main Reads
Board have had a big contract in establish-
ng their system throughout the State. They
1ave heen responsible for the expenditure of
arze snms of money, and in view of the faet
‘hat ther were starting what can be re-
rarded as a new ingtitution in this State, it
vas only to be expected that flaws wonld be
liscovered. But as those flaws were dis-
overed they were rectified. The board has
wen gone so far as to dispense with the
ervices of one or two of its professional
fficers, hecanse they were not able to come
ip to the standard.
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Hon. G. W. Miles: Have the members of .
the board been able to come up to standard?

The HONORARY MINISTER: At the
present time, when the utmost good feeling
exists between the Main Roads Board and
the loeal boards, I cannot see why it should
be disturbed by the appointment of a select
committee that must have the effect of pre-
venting the Main Roads Board from oper-
ating during the nexé few months as satis-
Eactorily as it has done during the last few
months; for the time of the responsible
officials will kave to be given up in the in-
terests of this select committee. While the
Government have nething whatever to hide,
at the same time on the evidence produced
T caonot see any justifieation for the ap-
pointment of the select committee desired by
the mover of the motion.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [611]: T
am inclined to think that in putting his case
the Honorary Minister not only overstated
it, but developed a frame of mind that was
caleulated to draw wrong inferences from
both inside and outside the Hounse. Were
T as certain that this committee was not
going to be appointed, as I am that it is
woing to be appointed, I should remain
silent. But here are a few points T wish to
touch upon. TFrom any vemarks 1 may
make I desire to dissociate the chairman of
the Main Roads Board, for T will be refer-
ring to a period when he was not in the
State. 1t has been urged by the Honorarsy
Minister that the real purpose of the motion
for the appoiniment of a select committee
is a fishing expedition in order to bring
out political propaganda. The Honorary
Minister went to great lengths o explain
that the charges levelled against the Main
Roads Board respeeting politienl stunts
were entirely withont foundation. Anything
I may say in that regard ean he substan-
tisted. IE the political atmosphere should
he introduced into the deliberations of the
seleet committee, I hope they will inquire
why a good number of men were landed in
Southern Cross 24 hours after the closing
of the rolls prior to the last election, and
why a person more vitally interested than
Mr. Meadoweroft was responsible for wit-
nessing the claim cards of a number of the
Main Roads Board workers, whieh was later
on substantiated in a court of law.

Hon. E. H. Harris: He admitted it.



1512

Hon. J. CORNELL: It was directed by
the warden that those men, although on the
voll, should be starred, and would have fo
make a declaration.

The Honorary Minister: You are suggest-
ing they were sent there by the Main Roads
Board for that purpose.

Hon. J. CORNELL: No.

The Honorary Minister: Well, what ar:
you suggesting?

Hon. J. CORNELL: I was surprised at
the activity exhibited, almost as soon as
they landed there, to have them envolled,
and that by a person more interested than
Mr. Meadoweroft. They werc enrolled and
subsequently appeared before the warden
that it might be determined whether or noi
they were eligible to be enrolled.

Hon. E, H. Harris: And he displayed his
lack of knowledge of the Electoral Aect.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Whether they were
brought there for political purposes, I am
not going to suggest. I do not think the
Main Roads Board sent them there for pol-
itical purposes. Bunt they were recorded
for politieal purposes as soon as they ar-
rived.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pm.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Before tea I was
referring fo the exiraordinary coincidence
of a certain number of men being sent hy
the Main Roads Board into the Yilgarn elec-
torate the day after the time for electors
being enrolled had elapsed. Despite that,
some of those men were enrolled. The claim
cards were witnessed by an interested party.
I &0 not infer that those men were prim-
arily sent to Southern Cross for the pur-
pose of beine enrtolled for the coming elee-
tion, hut the fact remains that some 40 mon
were sent there. I am not speaking from
hearsay. The facts are that they landed at
Southern Cross at 11 o’clock at night. The
officer in charge went to the road hoard see-
retary and asked permission to domicile the
men in the Southern Cross Mechanies’ In-
stitute or Town Hall for the night. The fol-
lowing morning the men went out to pur-
chase their stores. They were directed to
the buteher, the baker and the grocer from
whom they were to make their purchases.
They were then sent to Bullfinch. Their
claim cards were filled in, witneszed and
lodged, and objection was taken to 17 of
them. The cases went before the Revisiun
Court, and it was admitted by some of the

[COUNCIL.]

men wd the persons who witnessed the eards
thut the cards had been signed a day late.
The warden adjudicated upon the cases. He
Md not deecide that the pames should be
struck off the roll, but instructed the Deputy
Kefurning Officer that if any onc of the
men appeared at the polling place to vote,
each must be asked to sign a declaration
before recording his vote, Eaeh man’s name
was also starred. The reecords of all these
things will be found in the Electoral and
Crown Law Departments. I would not
have veferred to the matter had it
not been for the manner in which
the Honorary Minister tried to refute
other charges, and endeavoured to convey
the impression that nothing like this had
occurred. I hope the seleet committee will
not delve into that phase of the matter.
This is certainly the only instance
that ean be aceepted as  definitely
proved, although there may be other
charges of an ex parte nature which
have not been substantiated. The result
of the elections was not affected by what
happened. Ve cannot agsuine that by vir-
tue of these men being enrolled, the elec-
tion was alfected in any way. I do not
charge the Main Roads Board or the Min-
ister with being responsible for this oe-
currence, but it is a faet that the road
gang did start and made some of the roads
at Bullfineh, but was then moved to another
road. To-day that other voad runs through
a man’s paddock and leads nowhere. He
bad no compensation for any damage done,
and obtained no satisfaction ount of the
road, Some of the men were at Moorine
Rock and Southern Cross. To-day in Moor-
ine Rock there is a cleared road made by
the Main Roads Board by that party of
workmen, which runs through two locations
almost two miles long. Tt is cleared a chain
wide. Tt is also cleared on the south side
of the surveyed locations, and the surveyed
road runs along the north side. The
clearing has given two farmers each a
mile of cleared land a chain in width,
The road has been fenced off, and
has forced the settlers it purported to
serve to go two miles round in order to
reach Moorine Rock. That is one of the re-
sults of hurrying in the despatech of men
to do this work, when a little time and
preparation could have avoided such a
thing. What I have said ean be substan-
tiated.
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Hen, K. H.
road wged ?

iion. J. COUNELI.: The cleared road is
withip the loeations, but has heen fenced
oft as part of them. Though not obliged to
do so both owners have provided gates
throngh the fenee, to allow of the thyee
settlers affected fo save themselves the extra
journey of two miles. When the land is
under enltivation the gates will be ¢losed,
My own opinion js that the fundamentals of
the Main Roads Board require a change. 1n-
stead of & three-man byard, we should have
a one-man board. The select committee
might well exploit that phase of the ques-
tivn, On the board are two énginecrs, and
one business man or administrator. The
chairman is a highly qualified engineer. He
vould get other engineers toe work under
him, and could get the neecessary adminis-
irator. We would then have the same posi-
fion as we have in the railway sysiem.
Un more than occasion I have opposed the
suggestion of three railway commissioners.
Where there are three men, there is certain
to be friction. The engineer may map out
his work and be obliged to fake the point
of view of the administrator as to the ex-
penditure, and then comes the inevitable
clash with the third member of the board.
Probably the chairman would be outvoted
upon policy by the other members of the
board, and very often out-voted as to the
practicability of the work. I would give a
sitmple illustration in support of the prin-
ciple of a one-man board. After the war
three railway companies in Canada fell in,
In order that the portions of the Dominion
affected might still be served by railways,
the Canadian Government took over these
lines 2400 miles in length. Dhd the
Government proceed to appoint three
or five men to manage them? No!
‘What did they do? They appointed
one man in control and he was as highly
qualified a man as it was possible to find.
They paid him £12,000 a year and passed
a special Act of Parliament to provide that
the administration of the Canadian national
railways should be absolutely free from
political eontrol. YWhat I should like to see
in conncetion with the Main Roads Board
is one-man control. That man could get
all the technical skill that was required and
pay for it; he could get all the aceountancy
skill that was required, and azain pay for
it. and he would be in absolute control, just
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as is our Commissioner of Railways, There
is another phase that 1 shounld also like to
see brought about and 1t is that the board
shoild tunction entirely free from inter-
ference by a Minister or politicians, The
position of the road system in Western
Australia demands that the board shall be
siven every reasonable chance and that
their judgment shall not be subverted by the
Minister or by Parliament. The board
should be given every opportunity te dem-
onstrate their eapabilities, with the least
amount of eritieism, There is not the
slightest doubt, and I say it without any
reflection whatever on either Mr. Anketell
or Mr. Dibdin, that the return of Mr. Tin-
dale at the bhelm, the broadminded
view he takes of everything, and the com-
monsense he exercises, have placed the
Main Rvads Board on a bigh plane. The
select committee is certain to be appointed
and 1 hope it will find out the defects of
the Act and ascertain whether there are
faunlts in the administration. 1 hope the
committee will try to bring in a report, the
effect of which will be to raise a structure
in whieh, in the future, we all will have
the utmost confidence. During the Hon-
ovary Minister’s remarks I am afraid his
zeal ran away with his judgment. I think
he will regret later on—as we all do at
various times when we say things at the
height of excitement—what he said with re-
gard to thosec members who eriticised the
Main Roads Board not being entitied to a
seat on the select committee. I feel sure
that every member who has spoken on this
motion, whatever views he may have given
expression to, when 1t comes down
to the real issue, will deal fairly and im-
partially with the witnesses that may be
called. T have been in some tight corners at
times and I have seen men exhihit any
amount of hias, hut I think it can generally
be said of the British eitizen that when
called npon to weigh carefully evidence that
may be given, he will pronounce judzment
aceordingly, and put aside all bias, That is
all T desire to say on the motion for the ap-
poiniment of a select committee, which I
intend to support.

HON. J. EWING (South-West) [7.50]:
The motion is a very simple one, it merely
requests this House to appoint a seleet com-
mitice to inquire into the provisions of the
Aain Roads Aect and thd administration
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thereof. I regret very mueh that 1 feel it
my duty to support the motion. At the out-
set 1 had some doubt as to whether I should
do so, but oo the floor of the House so many
things have been said, and in the words of
Mr. Holnes, a prima facie case having been
made out, I teel it my duty to vote for the
appointment of a scleet committee.  The
Honorary Minister this afternoon, support-
ing what the Chief Secretary said in op-
position to the motion, made a Jong speech.
It oceupied, I think, an hour and three-
quarters. He found it necessary to reply Lo
a bundred and one things thai were said
by some hon, members, I have been in the
House for some years and I have yet Lo
learn that an hon. member will make asser-
tions here that he does not believe to be
true. The aftitude of the Honorary Minister
this afterncon was not ealeulated to do his
case any good. If the aceusations made
against the Main Roads Board are not true,
then the sooner a seleet committee is ap-
pointed to prove them to be untrue, fhe
better will it be for the Government and
the board. The Government cannot possibly
allow the board to rest under the stigma
that has been east upon it without permit-
ting an ingniry to be iield. One thing I was
astounded to hear the Honorary Minister
say was that if the commitiee were ap-
pointed, the verdict of that committee would
not be worth anything. He did not exactly
use those words, but that is the effect of
what he said. I do not think any member
of this House or of the Government thew-
selves believe that to be the case, The mover
of the motion had a hand in the framing of
the Main Roads Aet. I snbmit that the
amendments for which he was responsible
were in the interests of the people, and par-
ticularly the varions road boards throughout
the State. Bearing that in nund, the hon.
member takes np the dignified position of
declining to accept a seat on the committee,
The Honorary Minister told the Honse thai
Mr. Kempton should not be elected to the
committee. I fai] to see why that hon. mem-
her should not be included in the personnel
of the committee.

Hon. J. Cornell: The Honorary Minis-
ter’s zeal ran away with his judgment.

Hon. J. EWING: We should be satisfied
that what was said by Mr. Kempton was the
result of experience he gained and the know-
ledge he was about to acquire. I consider
it would be & pity if the select committee
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were deprived of his experience and know-
ledge merely beeause he bad the courage tu
express bimgell in the way that lLe did on
the Hoor of the House. 1 do not eare too
mueh about mterfering with the good work
eing doue by the Main Rouds Board, but
we canuot ¢luse our eyes to many things.
When the Legislutive Council elections were
tuking pluce, the adwministration of the bourd
was made a live question in order, 1 suppose,
to condemn the Government and to bring
about the return ol members opposed to the
CGlovernment. 1 bave no actual knowledge
that that was the case because nothing of
the kind oceured in the distrist 1 represent.
1 was, however, asked (o attend a conference
of road boards and to do certein things in
opposition to the Main Roads Board. There
is no gquestion that about 18 months or two
years ago the various road boards through-
out the State were totally opposed to the
work of the Main Roads Board. [ attended
many meetings and promised to do many
things, and the present seems to me the
opportunity for me to justify the prowises
I then made, namely, to assist to bring about
the appointment of a committee ecomposed
of inrpartial members of this House to go
thoroughly into the administration of the
Main Roads Board. The Honorary Minister
went to great lengths to attempt to disprove
what had been suggested in this, as well as
in another place, to the effect that things
were done that should not have been done.
Y pass all that to one side and express the
hope that whatever is done now will be in
the interests of the Muain Roads Board, so
that they may eventually be free to carry on
their work in the best manner possible.
What appeals to me most is the fact that in
conneetion with the Act that is now the law
of the land great dissatisfaction hLas heen
cansed by Section 30. I hope the select
ecommittee will give full consideration to
that, Tt seems to aet detrimentally to a
greal numher of the road boards. T have
personal knowledage of that. T do not know
who will be appointed to the committee but
1 am sure that whoever is chosen will
work thoroughly a1d  well.  The way
i+ now open also for the eonsideration of
the question of the nationalisation of main
yoads. The various rvoad boards do not see
why they should e mulet in a eerfain
amount to pay towarls the upkeep of those
roads. They now pav 7a. 6d. of the 15s.
contributed by the State towards the main-
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tenance of roads thal are u~ed to a consider-
athle extent by people trom the metropolitan
area and other parts of the Npate.  Thou-
sands of cars pass over those voads, and
maturally they must do o weeat deal of Linrm,
So the question hax arizen and it will come
within the purview of the seledd committee
for their cousideration az 1o whether the
Government ~hould not pay the whole of the
195, and not debit the country road boards
with half that amount. 11 the road boayds
can exvape that pavment, they can devote
wrealer attention to the work of making and:
construeting suhsidiary and  developmental
roads. T have no desire to debate the mn-
tion at any greater length. T have no wish
o biring up any case against the Govern-
ment, or in any way attempt to injure the
administration of the Main HRoads Board.
T helieve that since Mr. Tindale’s return the
work of the hoard las gone along more
smoothly and better than was the case dur-
ing his absence. We know the extent of
Afr. Tindale’s influence, and we have only
in recall his address to the conference of
road hoards held a few mofiths baek when
he convinced that conference that there was
really no necessity for the appointment of
a Royal Commission. Only his aetion and
the regard of the conference delegates for
Mr. Tindale and his work led them to hold
their hand. A majority of the members
here seem to think that a select committes
should be appointed not only in the interests
of the Government but in the interests of
the Main Roads Board itself. It is neces-
sary that the board should be cleared from
the statements made in this House and given
a free hand so that it may proceed with its
work in the most efficient manner. The
Honorary Minister this afternoon referred
to a letter from the secrefary of the Arma-
dale hoard regarding work being done at
present. I know that the statement regard-
Mr. Briggs made by Mr. Stewart, when
moving his motion, is correct. Mr. Briggs
told me the statement was ahsolutely true.
I say that in fairness to Mr. Stewart. The
records might show the Minister to be cor-
rect, but I have the emphatic assurance of
those who were at the deputation that Mr.
Stewart’s statement was correet. I hope
-he Minister will inquire further and see that
‘he aspersion he east upon Mr. Stewart is
:emoved. T support the motion, helieving
hai an inguiry by seleet committee will be
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in the interests of the Main Roads Board as
well as of the State.

HON. G. W. MILES (North) {82}: I
support the motion for the appeintment of
i select connuittee to inquire into the work-
ing of the Main Reads Act. This after-
noon, by way of interjection, [ inferred thut
the Chiel Secretary was the first member to
introdiaee the political aspect into the de-
hate.  Oun looking up “Hansard” 1 find that
the wmuwer of the motion was the first to
mention the number of men employed on
the Armadale-road. [ wish to make it elear
that I was wrong in my interjection regard-
ing the Chief Secretary,

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. (. W. MILES: I régret that o much
has been said about the last election. With
Mr. Glasheen, T think that matter should
have heen inquired into immediately after
the election. If a seleet committee is ap-
pointed, it should investigate the administra-
tion of the Main Roads Act, and it might
be able to offer suggestions for amending
the Aet. Mr. Cornell made a very good
suggestion regarding the appointment of one
commissioner, T think that would be an
excellent idea. At any rate, it is a ques-
tion the select eommittee might well con-
sider. I regret the statement of the Hon-
orary Minister that the Government would
not on any eonsideration appoint a Royal
Commission. TIf a select commiitee be ap-
pointed and cannot complete its work be-
fore the close of the session, it is the duty
of the Government o convert it into sm
honorary Royal Commission in order that
the inquiry may be carried to a conclusion.
More partieularly is that so when we re-
nmember what has been said by Ministers
themselves. TFor instance, the Premier said
that the Canning-Fremantle-road was at
first estimated to eost £35000, and he now
admits that when it is completed it will
have cost considerably over £100,000. That
n iteelf is sufficient to warrant an inguiry
and T think the Government, as well as the
Main Roads Board, should welecome an in-
quiry.

On mofion by Hon. E. H. Gray, debate
adjonrned.

BILL—JURY ACT AMENDMENT.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.
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BILL—DOG ACT AMENDMENT.
Recommittal,

Resumed from the 24th October; Hon. T
Cornell in the Chair; Hon. €. F. Baxter in
charge of the Bill.

Clause 3—Insertion of a new section afier
Section 6:

The CHAIRMAN: At the previous sit-
ting an amendment was moved as follows:—

Insert o new subelause to stand as Suob-
clause (2}, as follows:— ‘When the dog, the
registration of which is applicd for, is the pro-
perty of an ahoriginal, registratton shall not
Le refused except with the eonsent of the near-
cst protector of ahorigines.’’

Amendment put and passed: the elause,
as amended, agreed {o.

Clause 4—Inseriion of a new zseetion
after Seection 22:

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move an
amendment——
That after ‘‘aboriginal’’ the words “‘or

half-caste, except with the consent of the near-
est protector of aborigines’’ be inserted.

Amendment put and passed,

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: T bhave an amend-
ment to offer at the request of the R.S.1,
C.A. T move an amendment—

That the following proviso be added :— ‘Pro-

vided that such poison shall not be laid within
ong chain of a public read.”’
The object is that poison shall not be
laid indiseriminately along public roads on
whieh an innocent dog may be travelling
with ils master and may pick up a bait.
1t will he ample protection for the owners
of sheep if they lay beits a ebain from the
road instead of vight on the road.

Hon. . F. BAXTER: My, Lovekin sug-
gested something on these lines previously
but I understood the amendment was to be
confined to main roads. Now he wants it
to apply to public roads.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Why not?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: My, Gray is safe
in bis back yard ai Fremantle; he is not
in the country with stock to protect. I
agree with the amendment if it be confined
to main roads, but the effect would be too
wide if it were applied to all public roads.

Hon. J. R. Brown: So long as a dog is
on the road it is not doing any harm.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I cannof follow Mr.
Baxter’s argnment. Why should owners of

[COUNCIL.}

stock be allowed to lay poison on pmblie
roads ¥

Hon. H. Stewart: That is a misrepresen-
tation of your amendment.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: I wish te provide
that if they lay poison it shall he a chain
away from a public road.

Hou. H. Stewart: That would not be on
a publie road.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: But Mr, Baxter
snggests that we should allow it o be laid
on a publie road and not a main road,

Hon, C. F. Baster: Nothing of the sort.

Hon. H. STEWART: My, Lovekin in-
ferred that Mr. Baxter wag in favour of
poison being laid on public roads.

Hon. H. A. Stephenson: That is prohib-
ited under the Act.

Hon. H. STEWIART: %he amendment
would wean Lthat an owner could not lay
poison on his own land even half a chain
from a road. Many roads run throuch
properties and are not used, but the lLands
Department will not elose them, 1 move—

That the amendment he amended by striking

out ‘‘public’’ aud inserting the word ‘‘main’’
in lien.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Would “main road”
cover it9
Hon, H, STEWART: Yes.

Hon, A, Lovekin: I shall aceept ibat,

Eon. . W, MILES: I do not know that
the amendment should be carried. The oh-
jeet of the Bill ig to proteet stock owners
who are troubled by dogs. 1 fail t{o see
why a sloek owner should not bhe allowed
to lay poison on any part of his propertv
if dogs stray there.

The CHHAIRMAN: The question before
the Chair is the amendment on the amend-
ment.

Hon, GO W, MILES:

Hon, E. T3 GRAY: T support the orig-
inal amendnent, and regret that My, T.ove-
kin has agreed to alter it. When the mens-
ure has been in operation for 12 months,
there will sueh a liowl of execration from
persons whose doxs have been destroved
by unserupulous pe sous thai Parliament
will be glad to repeal it.

T appose both.

Amendment on amendment put and

passed.
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Hon, H. STEWART: [ agrec wilh Mr,
Miles. Farmers are not goingz to spend
their time laying poison on their properties
to kill valuable dogs belonging to other
people. On certain farms sheep are worried
by tame dogs which have gone wild and
stray on properiies. Because of the risk
of having their sheep worried, farmers can-
not go to the expense of putting up dog-
proof fences as snggested by Mr, Lovekin;
the cost would be uncconomie. The farmer
should be permitted to lay poison withiu
his own fence boundaries. Another statute
cvontains ample provision to prevent people
from laying poison on roads.

Hon. A. LOVEKRIN: The one-chain dis-
tance is merely a point by way of fixing
limit, hut the object is to prevent a person
laying baits all along his fence-line close io
the main road, so that they can be picked
up by a dog just pushing his nose under
the fence. If the dog chooses t¢ go in and
pick up a bait, that is a different matter.

Amendment, as amended, put and passed;
the claunse, as amended, agreed to. )

New clause:

Hon. A. LOVEKIN:
Nicholson, 1 move—

On behalf of Mr.

That the following clause be added to the
Bill:—* Section 23 of the principal Act is
amended by striking out the words ‘five
pounds,” at the end of the first paragraph, and
inserting ‘twenty pounds’; and by inserting
the following after the word ‘pounds’:—
‘When a dog has actually bitten any person
the eourt or justices, in addition to inflicting
a penalty, may order that swch dog be de-
stroyed forthwith, and may give all neeessary
directions to make such order effective,” ??

The object is to exterminate dogs which
have aetually bitten or worried a person.

Dogs with snch propensities are better out
of the way.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I accept the new
clause, which is quite different from the one
proposed by Mr. Lovekin previously. More.
over, the question whether a dog shouid be
destroyed is left to justices. If Alr. Gray
had thoroughly examined the Bill, he would
recognise that it does not make the position
easier for unscrupulons persons.

New clause put and passed.

Bill again reported with further amend-
ments.
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BiLL—FPOLICE OFFENCES (DRUGS).

Second Reading,

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. .. M.
Drew—Central) [8.28] in moving the sec-
ond reading said: The object of this Bill
is to give cffect to the decisions of the
Convention of the League of Nations deal-
ing with traffic in opinum and other dan-
gerons drugs. Article 23 of the Covenant
of the League of Nations specifically en-
trusts the lLeague with (he general super-
vision over the execution of agreemenis
with regard to the tralfic in opium and
other dangerous drugs. Before the war at-
fempts had already been made to bring the
Giovernments of the world into close eo-
operation in the control and suppression of
the drug traffic. Largely owing to the in-
itiative of the United States of America,
an International Conference had met at the
Hague in 1912, and had concluded an In-
ternational QOpium Convention. This Con-
vention may be said to have provided prin-
cipally for three things—

1, The control of the production and distri-
hution of raw oplum {Artiele 1).

2. The gradual seppression of the manufac-
ture of and internnl trade in prepared opium
(Artiele 6).

Adeguate pharmacy laws or regulations
to confine to medieal and other legitimate pur-
poses the manufaeture, sale and uwse of mor-
phine, coenine, and their regpective salts
{Article 9), ’

The signatories of the Convention under-
took to iniroduce in their several Parlia-
ments, effective legislation for the manufac-
ture, 1mport, sale, and use of medicinal
opinm: crude coeaine and ecgonine; mor-
phine, and their respective salts to be ro-
stricted exclusively to medical and scientific
purpoeses. The position of Australia in re-
gard to the International agreement is as
follows:—

(a) The Hapgue Convention of 1912 iwas
signed on bLehalf of the Government of the
Comonwealth by Great Britain on June 25th,
1913, the Brilish ratification taking place on
July 1ath, 1914,

fb) The Commonwealth of Australia has not
been a party  to tbe ‘f Apgreement, Protocol,
and Final Aet?’ of the First Opium Confer-
ence (signed February 11th, 1925), chiefly be-
rause its provisions do not directly affect a
vountry which dees not itself produee opium
anidl other drugs. The Agreement, Protocol,
and Iinal Act in question were, however, signed
and ratified by the British Government and by
the Government of India,
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() Tl.u' Commonwealth  of  Australin, to-

gether with all the otler DNominions, signed the
Convention and I'rotocol of the Recond Opium
Conference, the Auwstralian ratifieation being
wade effective on February 15th, 1926.
By virtue of this ratification, the severa
Governmient= ol Australia arve thus movally,
it mot legally, bound (o introduce legisation
along the lnes already mentioned. TUnthi
legislation has been introduced in  ever;
State along lines similar to the provisions
of the New South Wales Act of 1027, Ans
tralin cannot be said to be playing her parl
in the great task of the contrel and sup-
pression ot the drug tratlhe, in which so
much valuable preparatory work has bees:
done through the medium of the Leazue of
Nations sinee 1820,  The Govarnment of
New South Wales have already passed legis-
lation giving effeet to the Covenant, and thi~
Bill is based entirely upon the New South
Wales measuvre.  The Commonwealth Gov-
ernment bave been urging us strongly to
introduce legislalion to meet the posifion.
Tn a letter to the Premier, Sir CGeorge
Pearce, under date 14th Januare, 1927,
wrote as follows:—

I forward herewith copy of the Opium Con-
vention signed at Geneva on 19th February,
1925, to which, as vou are aware, the Common-
wealth Govermment is a party. You will ob-
serve that the Convention not only aims at
controlling more effectively than has hitherto
lieen the case the intermational trade in the
drngs to which it appligs, but also at cstab-
lishing an effeetive limitation on the produe-
tion and munafacture of these substanees, In
this latter regpeet vour atfention is invited,
notably, te the provisions of Chapter 111, of
the Convention relating to the internal control
of manufactured dengs.  Under this chapter,
the Contructing Tarties undertnke 1o cenact
effective Iaws and regelations to limit exclu-
sively to muodical and scientific purposes nter
alia the manuafacture, sale, distribtion and uwse
of eertain substanees therein set out. In order
that the provisions of the Convention muay be
complied with, the eco-operation of the States
with the Commonwealth will he neecssary. The
Commonwealth Government is parbeularly de-
sirons that full cfiect shouldl he given to the
Convention thronghout Australia, aml it would
be mueh appreciated if your Government could
therefore sec its way tu co-operate with it for
this purpose. T shonld Dhe giad to know
whether the provisions of the Convention which
come wilhin  State jurisdietion are already
fully vovercd hy the legislation of your State,
and, if not, whether vour Government would
pgive consideration. at ns early a date as is
convenient, to the measures necessary to

give effect to them. The provigions of
the instrument concerning which Federal
artion  will he taken relate, of course,

more particularly to the import and export of
and international trade in the substanees that
are therein set out, Yours faithfullv, (Sgd.)
G. F. Pearce, for Acting Prime Minister,

[COUNCIL.]

I understand that that leticr was replied to,
and Tater on the Premier was again pressed
Iy the Comauonwealth Government to take
aefian, We received the following letter
from the DP'rime Minister, 3Mr. Broee, the
lotter heing dated from Canberrd on the 3th
June, 1928 —

L connection with previvus corvespondence
vorucerning the yuestion of co-gperation hetween
the States and the Connnonwenlth. in carrying
out the provisions of the Opium Convention
of 19th Felrwary, 1923, to wh'eb the Gommon-
wealth is a party, [ have to inform yvou rthat
it s considered most desirable that full cifect
should be given to tae Convention in adl the
States ns early as possible. The Commonwealth
Government would thevefore he glad if aetion
couhl he taken by vour Government in the divee-
tion of any sdditional legislation that may be
required to cover any provisions of the Con-
vention that tnay not be rdready covered hy
legislation in Weatern Anstralia, With regard
to yvour question as to nniformity of legislution,
i may mention that the legiglation in foree in
the various States has not heen reviewed, the
intention heing that cach State Government
ehould take such action as it considers ncees-
sary to amend or add to its cxisting legisla-
tion so as to provide for the efleetive conkrol
of dangerdus drugs within the State as re
guired by the Convention. The New South
Wales ¢ Police Offences Amendment (Drugs)
Act, 1927, and the Regulations made there-
wndler, copies of which have recently been re-
veived, appear to satisfy the provisions of the
Convention and to provide for the effeetive con-
trol of dangerous drugs in that State. As fin-
ally passed, it applies to ‘‘any preparation,
admixture, extraet or other substance containing
not less than one-fifth per eentum of morphine
or one-tenth per centum of ecgonime, eceaine,
or diamorphine, '’ and in this respect is in
agreement with the provisions of the Conven-
tion. No provision has been made in the Act
regirding Indian Hemp, but no action on the
part of the States appears neeessary in this
reapeet since the Convention relates only to in-
ternational traffic in this drug, which is a mat-
ter for action by the Commonwealth. Yours
faithfully, (Sgd.) 8. M. Bruce, Prime Minister.

The Bill defines the drugs to which the Aect
will apply and restriets it to morphineg,
cocaine, ccgonine, and diamorphine, com-
monly known as heroin, and their respec-
tive salts, ote, and provides also for the
manner in which percentages of these drues
shall be ealeculated. Under the Bill the Gov-
ernor may ceclare the Act to apply to any
new derivative or alkaloid, or other drue,
in the same manner as it applies to the drug
already mentioned. The Bill probibits the
manufacture for sale or possession of pre-
pared opium except by persons licensed un-
der the regnlations to sell, manufaciure, ete,,
the drugs dealt with in the Bill. Tt provides
{hat regulations may be made by the Goe-
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ernor prohibiting the manufactore of the
drugs mentioned cxcept on premises lirensed
for the purpose, prohibiting the manufac-
ture, sale, ete., except by license, and regu-
lating the issue by medical practitioners and
others of prescriptions containing sueh drugs
and for other purposes necessary to give
effect to the provisions of the Bill. At the
present time the law on the subject is dealt
with in the Pharmacy and Poisons Act of
1910, which deals with the sale of drugs and
poisons and is, in short, legislation to regu-
late to whom such drugs and poisons may
be sold. So far as this State 15 voneerned,
it is considered that there are practicaily
no drug addicts in Western Australia, so
that the proposed legislation may he re-
gnrded as being désigned to probibit the
growth of the drug-taking habit. On the
other hand, there is no deubt that the harm-
ful practice of taking drugs does exist in
the larzer cities of the Commonwealth. The
priciple is also to be found in the Prohihi-
tion of Smoking Opium Act, the repeal of
which is provided for in this Bill, because all
the ground will be covered by the new legis-
lation.  The matter of the importation of
opium suitable for smoking is dealt with by
the Commonwenlth authorities. We have no
power to deal with that question. For the
information of hon. members T desire to
say that the drugs quoted in the Bill are
those set out in the Convention which was
signed hy 23 representatives of varions eoun-
triea, I move—

That the Bill he now read a sceond time,

On motion by Hon. Sir William Lathlain,
debate adjourned.

BILL—BUNBURY ELECTRIC
LIGHTING ACT AMENDMENT,.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from 23rd Qetober.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) [8.40):
Although the Bill is simply for the pur-
pose of allowing the Bunbury Council to
inerease the amount of their loan authori-
sation, it nevertheless involves a good
many questions that vitally affect the future
of one of the most important industries
in Western Australia, in view of the faet
that, associated with this question, is a
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propo.al by the Bunbury Municipal Coun-
¢il to introduce oil fuel and to use it in the
form of Divsel engines for the production
of electric current. Those who have been
following the trend of power development
during the last few years will have realised
that there has been a most fierce struggle
between the Diesel engine on the one hand,
and the production of power by steam o
the other hand. The fundamental cause
of the strugele is due to the fact that the
thermal efficiency of the Diesel engine is
so much higher than that of the steam en-
gine that power can be produced muech more
cheaply by Diesel engines as compared with
sten. In order to cope with the situation,
the sleany engineer has embarked upon «
serics of advances with regard to ufilising
the largest number of heat units associated
with steam engines, in the direction of in-
creased power and pressure of boilers until
at the present time pressurves are aectually
being used {bul a few years ago would have
been regarded as the extreme dream of
sume visionary. Therp are being construe-
ted in the Old Country to-day two power
stations, ore of which will work beilers at
the envrnous steam pressure of 800 1bs. to
the square inch, while the other will work
with a pressure of 1,200 lbs. to the square
inch, When I mention that faet, hon. mem-
bers will realise the tremendous elforts the
sleam engincer is puiting forth to cope
with the serious competition of the Dicsel
engine, The ficld in which this strnggie has
been most marked has beew in the develop-
ment of power for marine engineering. It
is in that fald that the Jurgest Diesel en-
gine units have bezn employed. There are
two ships that have been placed in com-
mission recently that carry units eapable
of gencrating 13,000 serew horse power,
That demonstrates the faet that the Diesel
engine is capable of developing huge power.
One of the criticisms against the Diesel en-
mine was that it eould not he used in large
nnits. I have quoted this information and
would stress it further by indicating the
heat units contained in boilers that are con-
verted into power hy varions types of en-
gines. Hon. members will realise that in
arriving at the efliciency of the generator
one has to determine just how much heat
ean be drawvn from the fuel and eonverted
into power at the switechboard. The follow-
ing table will give an idea as to the results
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obtained from dilferent types of prime
mover., A non-condensing

Heal Consumption and Thermal Efficiencies of different
types of Prime Movers at Continuous Full Load.

“Type of Prime Mover, all | Heat comsump- Overali Ther-
steam plants Including | tion per BHP T e
boiler losses. hour in BTU. mal Efficiency.
Fon-condensing  steam
englne e | 40,0000 28,000 6-3 to 9-1
Condensing steamn engine
using asuperheated
steam ... o | 28,0000 16,500] 9-1 to 15-4
Steatn turbine super-
heated 200 to 2,000
P e | 24,000 60 15,500 | 10-8 to 16-2
Steam turbine super-
heated 2,000 to 10,000
hp. ... ver [15,0006014,000) 16-2 o 18-1
Producer (as Eogines
including producer
lossen .o | 14,000 %0 11,200 | 18-1 to 22-7
Diesel LBnglne ... 8,000t0 7,200} 32-0 to 35-3

So it will be seen from these comparisons
that there is a trewendous advaniage in
favour of the Diesel engine from the stand-
point of thermal efficiency alone.  That,
however, is not the only factor. Asseci-
ated wiih the generation of power by means
of steam is the inevitable faetor of hand-
ling large guantities of ¢oal. Unfortunately
it is impossible, exeept on the largest type
of station, to lLandle that coal other than
by hand firing. \When we get to a large-
seale power station, you ean introduee those
vefinements of chain grate and Riley's
stoker, and mechanical handling of the coal,
or even introduce pulverised firing, which
is associated with the highest form of effie-
iently and economically utilising coal fuel.
The Diesel engine handles the whole of its
fuel by pumping and so serves to ¢ut down
the enormous stoking staff and has a re-
markable effect on the ecost. I have
quoted these facts hecause it appears to me
the Bunbury people, by introducing the
Diesel engine, are justified by the saving in
cost to themselves, but I consider they are
short-sighted in view of the faet that they
are thereby introducing the most serious
rival to the local fuel and jeopardising the
constrnction of the large-scale power plant
whieh it is hoped to establish at Collie.
There can be doubt that once the facts in
connection with oil are demounsirated, the
introdnction of the oil engine will progress
tremendously, and our local fuel indusiry will
be in serions danger.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall:
been done.

Hon. H. SEDDON: Yes, in certain parts
of the State. But for a loeal authority

That has already

[COUNCIL.]

to go s0 far as te  introduze  within
30 miles of onr lLuge fuel Held the
oil engine, iz takinge a step which they
themselves I fear will in futore vegret.
it only for the fact that n great deal of
the prosperity  of  Bunbury s derived
throngh the shipmeat of Jarge fuantities
of coal fromn that port. The Bunbury people
were compelled to fake their action from the
fact that it seems to he an impossibility for
the bodies concerned to come fo an agree-
ment in regard to the establishment of a
power scheme. There is also the fact thai
their Ioad las increased to such an extent
that the time factor comes in and they have
to provide a necessary increase to their plani
immediately. T have no doubt of the ad-
vantages they will gain from the introdue-
tion of oil, but I snggest that by doing so
they will offer a most serious challenge to the
eoal people of Collie. There is no doubt the
coal people ean only compete against oil by
introducing the refinements I have quoted.
But a large power station can only operate
if it is able to tind a market for {he power
it produces; and it looks to me as if the
acfion of the Bunbury couneil in that re-
spect is short-sighted. I raise these points
beeanse I believe the Collie yower scheme is
in the best interests of the State. I think
the facts ouglt to be placed bLefore members
in order that they may vealise the serious
position set up between the two rival fuels,
steam power generated by coal and the
Diesel engine, which is rapidly ecoming to the
fore. In those circumstances I hope to hear
something more from the sponsor of the Bill
before it is finally passed.

HON. H. A. STEPHENSON (Metro-
politan-Suburban) [8.52]: To me this Bill
appears to be an ordinary business proposi-
tion. T have veceived a letter from the
Bunbury Munieipality in which I think they
sef out their case very eclearly indeed. I
do not intend to follow Mr. Seddon through
a theoretical diseourse on the produetion of
steam and so on. Tn passing T want to say
that to-day research work in regard to the
production of oil from coal is going on at
a very great rate. With that ohjeet in view,
already a company has been registered in the
State, and there is another in the Eastern
States, while the Federal Government have
at least three scientists in the Old Country
working along those lines. 8o it is quite
possible that in the near future we shall be



[31 Ocroeer, 1928.]

praducing oil from coal in Western Aus-
tralia. Some vears ago the Bunbury Muni-
cipality discovered that their plant for gen-
erating electrie current was about at the enl
of its tether. Its load was then as much ag
it eould earry, and it was likelv to break
down at any time. Tt was then thought that
a national scheme might be brought abour,
in fact an Aet of Parliament was passed
giving certain powers in that direetion,
Unfortunately that scheme Thas fallen
through and so the Bunbury Municipalily
has heent thrown back on  their own ve-
sources and lo-day are in a very diffieuly
position. All they ask under the Bill is
how to raise another £10,000 which will »n-
able them 10 earry on. Some time ago they
made cerlain investigations and in their
letter to me they point out that those in-
vestigations brought forth two alternatives,
namely, either to increase the present steam
plant, veplacing worn-out units, and contin-
ning to use Collie coal, or te instal an up-
to-date crude oil plant. The whole subject
was most thoroughly investigated and some
remarkable results as to generating costs
came to light. It was found that by con-
tinuing to use steam as the prime mover,
very little reduection, if any, conld be made
in the cost of generating current. On the
contrary, by installing ermde oil engines of
a type snitable for the work the present cost
of production could be reduced by more than
60 per cent., thns enabling the municipality
fo sell current for lighting and power pur
poses at practically Perth prices. The ecoun
c¢il had no doubt as to which prime mover
to adopt. A erude oil plant was unani.
mously decided upon. By its adoption the
municipality will be able to provide power
at a considerably reduced cost to the con-
sumer and, in addition, make sufficient pro-
fit to liguidate all liabilitics on the new
and the old plants well within the life of
the former. There is a lot of sound reason
in their proposal, We have before the
House a motion for a great national scheme,
Most members are agreed upon that, but
Bunbury ecannot wait till that is bronght
into bheing. Even if the motion is passed,
the chanees are it will be five or six years
before we shall have that scheme in opera-
tion., Personally, I do not think we shall
have it inside of ten years. So it would
be rather hard on the Bunbury Municipality
if we were to refuse to assist them out of
their present difficulties. The proposition is
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thoroughly sound and they have to do some-
thing. While the grass is growing, the stock
are dying. Tn thix case they do not know
from one day to another when thetr machin-
ery will break down and they will be placed
in a very awkward position. I will sup-
port the second reading.

On motion by Hon, W, J. Mann, debata
adjourned.

House adjourned at 8.59 p.m.

Legislative HRsgembly,
WWednesday, 31st October, 1988.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at. 4.30
pan., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (2)—FRUIT TRADE.
Exports.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Agriculture: Having in mind the inereasing
competition for the overseas fruit trade and
the importance of producing the best export
varieties of apples and other fruit for those
markets, will the Government fake steps to
prepare a census of all fruit-trees in the
State, together with names of owners, there-
by enabling a survey to be made respecting
the production of varieties most suitable for
export ?



